
District of Columbia Psychological Association
Office: (512) 788-0207 
Email: dcpsychassoc@gmail.com

Student Research & Travel Grants 
The DC Psychological Association is pleased to announce its support for psychology students in the DC 
Area by offering four research grants of $500 each. The grants may cover either research or research-
related travel expenses. All graduate and undergraduate students who are conducting research and 
student members of DCPA are encouraged to apply (The cost of student membership is $25 and 
includes many benefits.)

Deadline: October 1, 2019. 

Notification of Award: November 15. 2019. 
Research Grant 

● Applicants must be in good standing in a regionally-accredited undergraduate or graduate-level 
psychology programs in the D.C. Metropolitan Area and members of DCPA.

● The funds are intended to be used to defray the direct costs of research. Typical direct costs 
include participant payment, pertinent software or equipment, and books or instruction manuals 
critical to one's line of research. The funds cannot be used for personal computers, classroom
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books, etc. If you have a question as to whether an item in your proposed budget is acceptable 
or unacceptable, make sure to ask, via email, before submitting your application. 

● Applications consist of a cover letter, an abbreviated research proposal, budget proposal, C.V.,
and one (1) letter of recommendation from a faculty member familiar with the project.

1. Cover letter explains how you would plan to use the grant and why you need it.
2. Research proposal:

a. An abbreviated research proposal (not to exceed three pages double-spaced, size
12 font) that includes a description of the research question, background
(grounded in psychological literature), significance/how your research question
fills a gap in the research, proposed methodology, and implications. Any figures,
tables or appendices must fit within the page limit but the references section may
be on a separate page.

3. Budget Proposal provides a detailed, itemized account of how you plan to use the grant
money. It may be in list form or in an Excel document.

4. C.V.: A curriculum vitae detailing research experience and accomplishments.
5. Letter of Recommendation: One brief letter of recommendation from your department

Chair or a faculty member familiar with your research/proposal.
6. IRB approval: Applicants are encouraged to apply at any stage of IRB approval but

disbursements of funds will be contingent on proof of institutional IRB approval.

Travel Grant 
● Applicants must be currently enrolled and in good standing in a regionally-accredited

undergraduate or graduate-level psychology program in the D.C. Metropolitan Area.
● These funds are intended for conference travel to present a student’s research project.

Consideration for funds will only be for student’s conference registration, travel or lodging. If
you have a question as to whether an item in your proposed budget is acceptable or unacceptable,
make sure to ask, via email, before submitting your application.

● Applications consist of a C.V., one (1) letter of recommendation from a faculty member, travel
budget of projected costs, description of the research project, and an official invitation to
participate in the conference.
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1. C.V.: A curriculum vitae detailing research experience and accomplishments.
2. Letter of Recommendation: One brief letter of recommendation from your

department Chair or a faculty member familiar with your research/proposal.
3. Travel Budget: Travel budget of projected costs. This may be in list or excel format.
4. IRB approval: Applicants are encouraged to apply at any stage of IRB approval but

disbursements of funds will be contingent on proof of institutional IRB approval.
5. Official Invitation to participate in Conference: Sufficient proof of conference

participation is necessary.

Details 
Please send applications to Laurie Paul, PhD and Phillip Kroke, BA at dcpsychassoc@gmail.com with 
“Full Name_Research Grant Application” or “Full Name_Travel Grant Application” for the subject line. 
You may email or call with questions (301-263-6940). No late applications will be accepted. 

FAQ: 

I previously received this award. Am I eligible to apply again? 

Previous recipients of the award are not eligible to apply. 

I am graduating soon. Am I still eligible to apply? 

You are only eligible to apply if the project will be completed while you are still a student. 

My grant application was not awarded. May I reapply?  

Yes, you may revise your application and resubmit in the next funding round. If you are resubmitting, we 
recommend that you draft a cover letter (not to exceed one page) that addresses how you have modified 
and improved your proposal. 

Does the reference section count toward the research proposal length maximum? 
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The reference section does not have to fit into the research proposal section; it can go on a separate 
page. It will not be counted toward the three page maximum. 

How should the proposal be formatted? 

You should ensure that you follow APA style guidelines regarding font size and margins, and any other 
formatting questions; if further questions arise, please email at dcpsychassoc@gmail.com. 

 How are the Basic Psychological Science Research Grants reviewed? 

Grant applications are reviewed by members of the DCPA Student Grant Committee. DCPA Student 
Grant Committee consists of a student committee member and two members of the DCPA board. The 
reviewers generate scores based upon the strength of components of the research proposal and CV. The 
committee discusses the finalists and votes on the best grant applications. 

Grants are primarily reviewed/scored based upon the strengths of the following components: background 
literature, significance, project motivation/rationale, proposed methodology and theoretical 
implications/overall merit. Other components of the application — CV and cover letter (if resubmitting) 
— may be weighted less heavily than the research proposal but are still important. 

When can I expect to hear a decision regarding the status of my application? 

We will announce the awards on November 15, 2019. 

How may I use the grant funds? 

The funds can only be used to defray the direct costs of research or conference travel to present a research 
topic. Typical direct costs include participant payment, pertinent software or equipment, and books or 
instruction manuals critical to one's line of research. The funds cannot be used for personal computers, 
classroom books, etc. If you have a question as to whether an item in your proposed budget is acceptable 
or unacceptable, make sure to ask, via email, before submitting your application. 
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